Forty-six ECCO members and 11 boats attended the 7th annual East Coast Camano Owners rendezvous May 21-23 in Smithfield, Va.  The weather was great, except for some windy conditions out on the Chesapeake, and so was the hospitality from Smithfield Station, the town’s merchants and particularly Gary and Marilyn Evans and their organizing committee. 

Meeting attendees thanked Annapolis Sailyard, the former Mid-Atlantic Camano dealer, for providing generous financial support for the meeting, along with welcoming gift bags, and Brad and Jaslyn Miller, now former owners of Camano Marine, for contributing prizes.

This was the first annual gathering that was missed by ECCO organizer Pat Hunt and husband Lewis, because of schedule conflicts. In their absence, the rendezvous attendees voted unanimously to appoint Pat and Lewis honorary members of ECCO in recognition of their contributions to the owners’ group. Camano technical whiz Ray Smith and mate Bernie, who did attend with their new Mariner 40, also were elected honorary members.

Al Rossiter Jr. was elected president of ECCO and Mike Nemeth was elected vice president, which is a new position. Lou Black was reelected treasurer. Al and mate Sylvia, who live outside of Washington, N.C., have been ECCO members since 2001 when they bought their Camano, Rathmacknee II, hull 158. Mike and mate Carmen bought their Camano, Areyto, hull 118, last year and live in Chester, Md.

Al agreed to take over and revamp the ECCO web site, keeping it up to date and adding new information and links to web sites and cruising blogs of interest to Camano owners. Lewis Hunt has volunteered to continue to oversee the bulletin board and meeting attendees agreed that this is a valuable resource that needs to be continued.

There was considerable discussion at the business meeting about the basic organization of ECCO. Those attending agreed that ECCO membership is open to all Camano owners and previous owners of Camanos. It was also decided that any dues-paying member is eligible to become an ECCO officer. There will be an annual election, to be held at the Spring rendezvous, and there are no succession rules.

Treasurer Lou Black reported that 45 2007 membership dues had been received as of May 15. (If you still owe dues, please send a check for $25 made out to ECCO to Lou Black, 4117 Bennett Drive, Annandale, Va., 22003.) Lou reported that the May 15 balance, after expenses for the bulletin board, the web site and the rendezvous, was $2,253.71. Members attending the meeting agreed to keep annual dues at $25 per boat.
 
It also was decided to increase the rendezvous charges, if necessary, to meet the meeting costs. This was agreed upon to keep those members not attending from helping subsidize rendezvous costs with their dues.  It was recognized that many members are unable to attend because of travel distances or schedule conflicts.

It was agreed that the membership listing that Pat has produced is a useful resource and Al said he will continue it, and keep it updated periodically. It was also agreed that a membership committee will be formed with representatives up and down the East Coast to seek new members among Camano owners.

Gary Evans reported that Sharon Hines of Annapolis Sailyard has volunteered to help organize next year’s rendezvous, possibly at Oxford, Md. Mike Nemeth agreed to work with Sharon to plan the event. Dates and location will be decided on as soon as possible to assist in members’ long-range planning. 

Eleanor Semerjian of Splash Landing noted that some ECCO members may want burgees and Al said he would work with Pat to obtain the pattern and see about getting some new burgees produced.

As the business meeting concluded, all attending once again thanked Gary and Marilyn, and rendezvous committee members Bob and Lou Black, Terry and Bailey Cronin, George and Eleanor Semerjian, Ray and Bernie Smith and Pete and Susan Jennette for putting on an outstanding meeting.

Rendezvous events got underway Monday evening with a reception on the deck of Smithfield Station’s main building, overlooking the Pagan River, followed by crab cake dinner in a hotel meeting room.

Pete Jennette led the opening session Tuesday morning with Dr. Mathew McBee, a surgeon and boater, and two Coast Guard representatives. They discussed emergency procedures when one of the crew falls overboard, or when one is incapacitated by injury or a health problem. Ray Smith opened the afternoon session with a technical forum on Camano systems, and then Larry Santure of Gwaltly Meat Packing told how Smithfield was the ideal location for curing and transporting hams. After a walking tour of the historic part of Smithfield, the group had dinner at Smithfield Station. Author and Civil War historian John Quarstein gave an interesting and entertaining after-dinner talk about the 1862 Hampton Roads duel of the ironclads USS Monitor and CSS Virginia.

Many of the group traveled by bus Wednesday morning to nearby Newport News to visit the Mariners Museum where the Monitor’s revolving iron gun turret is being restored. It was salvaged in 2003 from the Monitor’s resting place 220 feet deep in the Atlantic 26 miles southeast of Cape Hatteras. (Al Rossiter noted he first saw the Monitor as a journalist in 1979 from a small research submarine.)

The ECCO business meeting was held Wednesday afternoon followed by the presentation of prizes to everyone and the traditional group photo. The meeting wound up with the third dinner at Smithfield station.

Camano 31s attending the rendezvous included Killimer Ferry with Michael Connelly and Nancy Sullivan; Osprey with Casey and Shirley Garns; Voyageur with Tom and Brenda Haislet; Vigilant with Pete and Susan Jennette; Kerry Leigh with Ralph and Dottie McFarland; Areyto with Mike and Carmen Nemeth; Rathmacknee II with Al and Sylvia Rossiter; Sabrina G with Robin Smart and Joan Jealous; Pau Hana with Doug and Andrea Smith; and Dovekie with Mel and Jean Thomason. Ray and Bernie Smith brought their new Mariner 40, Fire Dog IV.
