Part 5 Bluewater Bay Marina Niceville, Florida to Home Cocodrie, Louisiana

Monday May 28, 2007 Bluewater bay to GICW mile 217 Santa Rosa Island, FL

I called the rental car office and returned the car. And we left the marina at 11:15 we headed west on the Gulf Intracoastal the weather was nice and the trip uneventful. 
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Bluewater Bay Sandbar 

About 2:00 we arrived at mile 217 just south of the GICW Channel there is an island with about 10 feet of depth between it and Santa Rosa Island.  It makes a nice spot to anchor as the island sand dunes are quite high and offer protection from south winds. From the time we arrived till about 5PM the place was crowded with jet skis and kneeboarders.  Lots of noise and wakes from them as the sun went down a bit they started leaving once they were gone it was quiet and beautiful.
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Mile 217 GICW North shore of Santa Rosa Island Florida

There are some military installations on the island so some areas are restricted. We brought Coco ashore for a walk then had dinner on board.

During the night the wind picked up some but the anchor held well. 

19 miles today

Tuesday May 29, 2007 Mile 217 to The Beach Marina, Little Sabine Bay

I brought Coco ashore for a while then raised the anchor at 9:40 and we headed west on the ICW the wind was blowing pretty good 15-20K according to NOAA but in the sound there was only a chop. We arrived at the Beach Marina at 12:20 and got settled in the slip there was only a 50 Amp outlet and the adapter I had didn’t fit so I ran an extension cord from a 15 A outlet at the office to an adapter and into our shore power inlet. It powered everything except the air conditioner but it was cool anyway so that wasn’t a problem. This marina has a Gourmet food store and a restaurant on the premises there is a bathroom available only while the store is open and there are no showers or washing machine. There is a very good restaurant, Hemmingway’s, a short walk away it has lots of his memorabilia on the walls. Even a purchase order with complete specifications for one of his fishing boats built in the early 50’s, that was interesting to see.
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The Beach Marina Little Sabine Bay in the background.

About 20 years ago I had brought my trailerable outboard fishing boat from Louisiana to this spot while the family was on vacation at the beach.

The area was a lot less built up then.

32 miles today

Thursday May 31 2007 The Beach Marina to Orange Beach Marina, Alabama

We left at 7:30 it was cloudy and the wind was 10-15k, again we were in protected water so only had a light chop. As we went by Pensacola there were quite a few military boats doing rescue training, swimmers being dropped from helicopters into the water where they were picked up by the boats.  We arrived at GICW mile 167 we turned into Bayou St. John and followed the winding channel south west, this channel is very narrow in spots and very shallow is you stray from the center. It is well marked though so if one pays attention there should be no problem. We continued on, at Perdido Pass we turned north and followed the channel to Orange Beach Marina. This is one of the first class marinas in the area, it is home to a large number of huge Sportfishing boats, and many of the slips are covered. There are all the facilities you could want including two restaurants, both very good, and a courtesy car is available. We had dinner in the upstairs restaurant the food was very good, last year we had eaten downstairs it is more casual and the food equally good, in my opinion.

28 Miles today

Friday June 1, 2007 Orange Beach Marina to Sportsman Marina, Orange Beach 

The Sportsman’s Marina is only a mile or two away we are meeting our friends, the previous owners of Spirit, the Fergusons who keep their 2004 Camano, Bay Spirit, in a permanent slip here. They have rented a Condo next to the marina and their Son, Daughter in law and Granddaughter are spending the weekend with them. The marina is first class, it has  all of the facilities, the best bathrooms one could ask for, laundry. and a good restaurant on site. We had drinks and a great diner with the Fergusons in the condo.
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Sportsman’s Marina

Saturday June 2, 2004 Sportsman’s Marina 

Ted loaned us his car so we could go shopping, we went into town and bought some groceries, on the way back to the marina I stopped at one of the tackle and boating stores nearby and bought a 50 to 30 amp adapter to keep onboard, It was expensive but I have needed on twice on this trip, I guess I’ll probably never have need for one again now that I have it.

We had dinner with the Fergusons at the Marina restaurant, The Bayside Grill, the food there is very good.

0 miles today

Sunday June 3, 2007 Sportsman’s Marina to Marriott Marina Point Clear, AL

We left the Marina at 8 AM followed the winding channel out to the GICW and headed West. It was quite windy but that didn’t bother us at all in the canal. Along the canal we passed by a barge and tug tied up at a spot where they manufacture modules used to create artificial reefs. There are few if any coral reefs in this part of the gulf so there are few spots to attract fish. Making artificial reefs is common usually they are made of sunken ships or oil rigs, sometimes concrete debris from wrecked buildings or bridges. This place makes pyramid shaped modules with lots of holes to attract small fish which in turn attract the larger ones. The modules are barged offshore and stacked on the sea floor. If you do something like this as a private project you will be the only fisherman to know the location of your secret fishing reef, that is until someone passes by as you are reeling in a big one and hijacks your coordinates.
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A barge load of artificial reef modules along the GICW

We continued West along the canal, there are several large condo projects under construction some of them will also incorporate large marinas .Shortly after crossing Oyster Bay the waterway enters the southern par of Mobile Bay the wind was from the west so as we headed up the eastern shore we had a quite rough ride for the 18 to 20 miles up to Point Clear. We arrived at the Marriott Point Clear Marina at 1:30  we filled the fuel tanks and got settled into our slip there was some confusion at first they had and 8 foot wide space allocated to our ten foot wide boat. The Marriott Marina is quite nice and you can arrange to use the facilities of the resort which is fantastic. Our younger son, his wife, and 18 month old grandson will arrive tomorrow they will also bring our older son’s 8 year old daughter, so they and both of our grandchildren will be here for the next four days. Tonight we will sleep on board and take a room in the hotel tomorrow. Coco will take a room in a nearby kennel, he will not appreciate that one bit. 

This marina entrance faces West so it gets very rolly during a West wind like is blowing now. So we had a pretty uncomfortable night pitching and yawing in the slip, it was noisy also with the sound of the sailboat halyards humming and hitting the masts. It did calm down some during the night.

47 Miles today

Monday June 4, 2007 Point Clear

We checked into the hotel and got our things moved up to the room, the rest of our crew arrived around 3PM after a long drive from Baton Rouge. They checked in and we had drinks and dinner at the hotel.
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The Marriott Marina 
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June 5, 6, 7 we spent at the Hotel on Wednesday I saw a familiar looking boat pull into the marina, it was our slip neighbor from the marina in Crystal River, FL we had a chat for a while, he is bringing his boat to Pascagoula, MS early tomorrow.
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Sunset over Mobile Bay

Friday June 8, 2007 Mobile to Biloxi 

The kennel owner delivered Coco to the marina and we said goodbye to the kids and headed out to a choppy Mobile Bay, winds were 10-15K according to NOAA. As we crossed under the Dauphin Island bridge we entered more protected water and it was much smoother. We kept along the GICW past Pascagoula to mile 89 where we headed North up to Biloxi Bay I had reserved a slip at Point Cadet Marina next to the Isle of Capri Casino, we arrived at 3:45 PM. The marina is still recovering from Hurricane Katrina the slips are in good shape but there is no electric power on the docks. There was a billfish tournament going on. We had an early dinner at the Casino and headed back to the boat, a short walk. The tournament weigh in was being held and they had some New Orleans musicians providing live entertainment.  We have a long day tomorrow so didn’t hang around for long.

65 miles today

Saturday June 9, 2007

We left the marina at 6:30 we took the channel East along the Biloxi waterfront before going south to the GICW. A lot of recovery work has been done in Biloxi but there is still a lot more to do. The beautiful marina at the Beau Rivage Casino is still closed I don’t know when it will open again. Out in the Mississippi Sound the weather was nice and just light chop, we started seeing more commercial traffic now. 
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A Westbound tow in the Mississippi Sound

[image: image10.jpg]



Steel structure on an Eastbound tow

We continued East until mile 35 where we turned north into the Rigolets and Lake Pontchartrain we were lucky and had a very short wait at the railroad bridge there that was a nice surprise at times you can be tied up for an hour or more. We continued on to Slidell, Louisiana on the Eastern shore of Lake Ponchartrain We followed the channel into Oak Harbor Marina, we stopped at “The Dock” a bar/restaurant with a fuel dock where we filled up and had a sandwich. Then we went across to the marina where friends of ours, the Browns were staying and had reserved a slip for us. The marina was nice with electric power and showers. We had a nice visit with them, they are finishing an extensive refurbishing of their 45’ trawler it is looking very good and they will be full time cruisers soon. We had drinks and dinner with them on their boat a very nice time. A pretty strong front passed over us but it was fast moving and didn’t cause any problems but it sure looked bad for a while, I was glad not to be out on the water!
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We enjoy a night at anchor but sometimes it is best to be in a marina!

66 miles today

Sunday June 10 Slidell to Houma LA

The Browns got up early and fixed breakfast for us, fresh home roasted coffee and waffles, what a great way to start the day. Then we headed West to the Industrial Canal in New Orleans Lakefront the lake was rough most of the way. In the canal we had a long wait at one of the railroad bridges, they were switching cars going back and forth at super slow speed. We tied up to some pilings while we waited over an hour. Then we had a short wait at the Industrial Lock and into the Mississippi River.
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A tow exiting the Industrial lock Eastbound
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Exiting Industrial Lock, a good section of the wooden wing was wiped out by some tow.

We headed upriver, there was a lot of commercial traffic for a Sunday.
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The Mississippi River Bridge at New Orleans
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An old New Orleans Power Plant

We arrived at Harvey Lock and after a short wait entered the GICW westbound at 12:30 we continued through the heavily industrial, area at Mile 47 West of Harvey lock we came upon a disabled outboard boat with a family aboard we offered them a tow to the launch so we towed them for about 45 minutes. They had called the guy’s brother on the cell phone and he was waiting in his boat to bring then the rest of the way to the boat ramp. 

We arrived at another industrial area where we saw a huge barge mounted crane used in the oil field.
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A crane barge in Larose, LA the hook capacity reads 1,600 tons

We arrived in Houma, mile 57 WHL at 7:30 so it has been a long day there were a couple of cruising sailboats there and one on a delivery to Houston, we met the captain he is the owner of the Bluewater Bay Marina in Niceville, Florida where we stayed about ten days ago. I loaned him a couple of charts he didn’t have for the GICW west of Houma to Houston he promptly mailed them back to me when he arrived there.

We had dinner on board.

90 miles this long day

Monday June 11, 2007 Houma to Cocodrie and Home

We left the Marina at 8:30 AM  traffic was backed up when we arrived at the Houma Navigation canal bridge so we had to wait around for about 40 minutes, it finally cleared the bridge opened and we were on our way.  
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Offshore oil field platforms under construction on Houma Navigation Canal

We traveled down “Houma Nav.” then back up Bayou Petit Caillou to a bait shop/ fuel dock near our camp and filled the tanks with diesel. We arrived at the camp at 1:00 PM  I had hired a guy to cut the grass while I was gone, grass grow fast here this time of year so that is always a concern, he had also run my pickup truck once every so often so it cranked up right away. Coco was the most happy to see familiar territory and celebrated marking his old boundaries, he did the same when we got home. We transferred every thing to the truck and headed for home in Thibodaux where all was well also. It is amazing how much correspondence piles up in a 2 months and a half, most of it junk mail.

We had a great trip, we were gone 76 days, had no mechanical problems to speak of whenever the weather was bad we were able to be in a protected area and had no health problems. Thank God.

We traveled approximately 1850 miles and consumed 642 Gallons of diesel. This includes the generator usage which may have been 20 gallons. 

We did anchor out once in a while, not as often as we would have liked, but traveling with a dog on board makes it a bit more difficult as you have to bring them to shore in the morning and evening. I will try to train any future dog to use a spot onboard.

I hope you have found this interesting, and enjoyed reading it. This is my first attempt a writing a report like this. I welcome any and all suggestions ie. more pictures, less pictures more technical, less technical etc. Any questions are welcome also I will do my best to answer them.

Steve

